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Virginia Beach Beautification                 
Commission 

“Beauty is Good Business” 
Ronald Nesbitt, Editor December 2022 

Check out our website at www.vabeachbeautification.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the desk of the President…Betty Villers 
  
VBBC members, 

Fall has arrived in a hurry with the sudden drop in temperatures.  Thanks to all 
who attended our Fall Luncheon at PACC in October when we invited as our 
guests the candidates running for VB City Council. They had a chance to 
express their goals for our city.  Much appreciation to all who attended to 
make our luncheon and raffle a smashing success.    

We are now looking forward to 2023 when we will be returning to our Adopt-
A-Spot: the Pollinator Garden at Red Wing Park.  Join us on Tuesday, March 
7th at 10:00 for the first of 6 visits during the year for the clean-up. Other 
dates include the 1st Tuesday in:  April, May, June, September and October. 
Put the dates on your calendar.   It's always fun to work in the Garden with 
friends. 

Next May we will have our annual Spring Awards Dinner when we recognize 
those in our city who help to make our city a beautiful place in which to live 
and work. Recipients are awarded in the categories of Commercial, 
Institutional and Residential properties.  We rotate the judged area each year 
from among the city council districts.  This year, the number of council 
districts was increased from 8 to 10 districts.  We will announce the designated 
district for 2023 awards as soon as it is determined which neighborhoods are 
included so you can get your property ready for us to judge.  

 Earlier this month, City Landscaping planted a Little Gem Magnolia and 
replaced some plants in the Reba McClanan Fragrance Garden at Redwing 
Park.  Memorial plaques in memory of Pat Bridges and Tom and Peg Ward 
will be added to the recently planted trees, Tulip Poplar and Fringe Trees, in 
the Volunteer Recognition Garden at the Municipal Center. These people were 
some of the early leaders in the VBBC.  

Hope to see you soon as we attempt to return to "normal".  

Betty 

MARK YOUR 2023 
CALENDARS…  
Jan. 11 VBBC Board of Directors 

Meeting, 1p.m., Libris 
Room, Central Library 

Mar. 7 Adopt-a-Spot Workday 
Red Wing Park Pollinator 
Garden 

Mar. 8 VBBC Board of Directors 
Meeting, 1p.m., Libris 
Room, Central Library 

Apr. 4 Adopt-a-Spot Work Day 
Red Wing Park Pollinator 
Garden 

May 6-7 VBMGA Spring Plant Sale 
 Hampton Roads AREC 

1444 Diamond Springs Rd. 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vabeachbeautification.org/


Newsletter  2 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gift Idea for the Gardener 
 
Christmas season is here. The holiday lights 
and decorations are popping up throughout 
the neighborhoods.  Just like Christmas is 
fast approaching, so is pruning time for some 
shrubs and trees. Pruning tools make 
excellent gifts.  A bypass pruner is a must 
have tool for light pruning needed to assist in 
maintaining healthy plants, shrubs, and trees.  
Why a bypass hand pruner versus an anvil?  
The bypass pruner gives a cleaner cut on 
small/soft branches or stems. The hand 
pruners listed below are by quality (IE. Basic, 
Good, Better).  Whichever pruner you decide 
to purchase is your choice.  However, they all 
will become dull with use. It is recommended 
you purchase a sharper with your pruner 
purchase.  Like any tool, proper maintenance 
and cleaning prolongs the life of the tool 
(clean using steel wool and oven cleaner, oil 
moving parts, sharpening the blades, and 
sterilize).  All three can be found online or at 
local garden/big box stores like Lowe’s or 
Home Depot. 
- Fiskars Bypass Hand Pruner – is your 
basic inexpensive pruner that does the job 
with no frills. 
- Corona Bypass Hand Pruners – good tool 
and is reasonably priced. Not to mention the 
lifetime warranty. 
- Garrett Wade – is the better of the three 
and is a bit pricey.  It’s a bit sexier and is 
made in France. 

End Of Year in Review 
 
We had a most productive year in 2022 year.  During 
our Annual Awards and Installation Banquet Luncheon 
we had a changing of the guard where we saw Dr Ross-
Hammond and her staff turned over the reins to the 
administration headed by Betty Villers. The VBBC 
would like to thank Dr. Ross-Hammond and staff for 
their energy, dedication, direction, and expert leadership 
as Commission Administration over the past 2 years.  
We’re extremely happy to know the future is bright 
under the steady and capable hands of our recently 
installed President, Betty Villers and her staff. 
 
The VBBC Fall Luncheon was highlighted by the 
“Meet the Candidates Running for Virginia Beach City 
Council”.  Each candidate was given 2 minutes to 
introduce themselves and give a general overview of 
their platform and pitch their campaign position.  Mayor 
Dyer was in attendance along with the following 
candidates: 
District 2 – Nanette Miller, Barbara Henley, Michael 
Mauch, 
District 4 - Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond (running 
unopposed) 
District 6 - Robert Remick, Lindwood Branch, Cat 
Porterfield, Richard Kowalewitch 
District 8 - John Andrews, Rona Marsh, Chris Taylor 
District 9 - John Moss, Joash Schulman 
District 10 - Heidi Daniels 
Winners of the November 2022 election are:  Rocky 
Holcomb (Dist 1), Barbara Henley (Dist 2), 
Amelia Ross-Hammond (Dist 4), Robert W. Remick 
(Dist 6), Chris Taylor (Dist 8), Joash Schulman (Dist 9), 
Jennifer V. Rouse (Dist 10). 
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Hampton Roads Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center 
Future? 
 
The Hampton Roads Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center (AREC) located at 1444 
Diamond Springs Road, Virginia Beach, has 
been in existence since 1906.  Its mission is to 
benefit the horticulture industry of Virginia.  The 
property consists of approximately 70 acres, 58 
of which is owned by the City of Virginia Beach.  
Housed on the property are 7 laboratories, 7 
greenhouses, 3 classrooms, and container and 
field research areas. Also on the property is an 
arboretum with over 6000 trees, some of which 
are state champion trees, and various flower 
gardens to include the trial garden. 
 
During the early part of the summer 2022, the 
Virginia House of Delegates appropriated 
$500,000 to have a feasibility study conducted 
to determine the cost and effect of moving 
AREC to another location, possibly Pungo. In 
addition to the feasibility study, an Arborist was 
hired to determine the value of trees on the 
property over 6 inches in diameter, and he 
valued them at over 6 million dollars.   
 
 
  

A 220-page feasibility report has been 
submitted for review by Virginia Tech and the 
state.  This report should be open to the public 
early 2023. 
 
The Virginia Beach Beautification Commission 
has partnered with and supported the City of 
Virginia Beach in its Initiative to increase the 
city’s tree canopy for many years.  The VBBC 
has helped plant trees and advocated along 
with the city to protect and preserve the current 
tree canopy.   Moving AREC would be a 
devastating loss to the local community and the 
thousands of visitors who come to admire the 
beautiful gardens and the over 6000 trees in 
the arboretum.  Replacing the splendor of 
AREC by moving it to a new location will be 
difficult to achieve during our lifetime. 
 
A good read on this topic – “Century-old 
agricultural research center in Virginia 
Beach could be moving” dated Sept 8, 2022, 
by Katherine Hafner can be found on the web 
at https://whro.org/news/local-news/32083-
century-old-hampton-roads-agricultural-
research-and-extension-center-in-virginia-
beach-could-be-moving . 

https://whro.org/news/local-news/32083-century-old-hampton-roads-agricultural-research-and-extension-center-in-virginia-beach-could-be-moving
https://whro.org/news/local-news/32083-century-old-hampton-roads-agricultural-research-and-extension-center-in-virginia-beach-could-be-moving
https://whro.org/news/local-news/32083-century-old-hampton-roads-agricultural-research-and-extension-center-in-virginia-beach-could-be-moving
https://whro.org/news/local-news/32083-century-old-hampton-roads-agricultural-research-and-extension-center-in-virginia-beach-could-be-moving
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Membership 
 
Dues for 2023 are due in January.  Please fill out the 
Membership form on the back of the newsletter and 
mail to: 

VBBC 
P.O. Box 1052 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

Looking for a gift for someone, why not give them a 
year subscription to the VBBC? 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me, Cheryll Klobuchar at 757-463-4885 or 
c.klobuchar@gmail.com . 

Membership Chairman Cheryll Klobuchar 

Treetopia 2022 
 
The Virginia Beach Department Parks and 
Recreation hosted Treetopia on Saturday, 
October 29, at Mount Trashmore.  The event 
promoted educating the community on the 
importance of our trees, waterways, and 
pollinators to our environment.  The Treetopia 
Festival included food trucks, kids’ activities, a 
DJ, and other games for the adults to promote 
a family-oriented event.   As one of the many 
local environmentally conscious organizations, 
the VBBC has partnered with and supported 
the City of Virginia Beach’s educational and 
advocacy efforts to bring environmental 
awareness to its citizens (Lynhaven River 
Now, Virginia Master Naturalist, Virginia Beach 
Master Gardeners Association, Etc.). The 
Virginia Beach Master Gardeners Tree 
Stewards constructed an interactive 
environment eco-system for the kids. The kids 
were encouraged to fill in the things they might 
expect to see in a garden, forest, hill, or body 
of water.  Over 130 kids along with their 
parents participated in the eco system activity.   
Lots of trees, literature and other items were 
given away to the public.  Virginia Beach 
Parks and Recreation did an awesome job 
creating a festive atmosphere.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virginia Beach Beautification Board of Directors 2022 – 2023 
 
Betty Villers, President   Eddie Barnes  Jeanette Willenbrink Johnnie Miller 
Patsy Cameron, First Vice-President Kathleen Carter  Symsi Denson  Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond 
Demaris Yearick, Second Vice-President Robert G. Jones  Brooke Costanza  Jason Heizer 
Jessica O’Connor, Recording Secretary Carol Webb Darden A. Neal Kellum  Jean Marie Randolph 
Peggy Caverly, Treasurer   Suzie Duckworth  Glenda Knowles  Janet Werndli 
Sarah Chapman    Frank Fentress  Ellie Kreassig  Sandra Baylor 
Kay Slover Eckhardt   Barry Frankenfield Cheryll Klobuchar Rosemary Wilson 
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NEW MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP FOR 2023 
(Membership is January through December – all annual memberships expire 

December 31 of your paid year) 
 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________E-mail ____________________________________________ 
 

Type of Membership Desired 
 

 (   ) Annual (Jan. thru Dec.) a. Individual $15/person b. Organization $30 c. Family $25/couple 
 (   ) Sustaining (5 years) a. Individual $60/person b. Organization $150 
   
 
 (   ) Donation in the amount of $______ to the Pat Bridges Horticulture Scholarship Fund in 

honor/memory (please circle) of _________________________________________________ 
 
 (   ) Donation in the amount of $______ for Other _______________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to VBBC and mail to P. O. Box 1052, Va. Beach, VA 23451 
www.vabeachbeautification.org  

 
 
 
 

Virginia Beach 
Beautification Commission 
P. O. Box 1052 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
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